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Visual Studio is a powerful Integrated Development Environment (IDE) that offers a wide 
range of tools for developers. However, its true potential is unlocked through the use of 
extensions. Whether you’re building complex ASP.NET applications or just starting with web 
development, the right extensions can significantly enhance your productivity & streamline 
your workflow. In this blog, we'll explore some of the best Visual Studio extensions every 
developer should consider. Additionally, we’ll guide you through the process of activating 


developer mode, a crucial step in customizing your development environment for optimal 
performance. 


Best Visual Studio Extensions 


Visual Studio extensions are add-ons that enhance the functionality of the IDE, allowing 
developers to tailor their development environment to their specific needs. Here are some 
of the top extensions you should consider: 


1. ReSharper: A productivity tool that provides code analysis, refactoring, & navigation. 
ReSharper improves code quality & helps in identifying potential issues before they 
become problems. 

2. Visual Studio IntelliCode: This Al-powered extension provides contextual 
recommendations based on your codebase, making it easier to complete code 
accurately & efficiently. 

3. GitHub Extension for Visual Studio: Seamlessly integrate GitHub with Visual Studio, 
allowing you to manage your repositories, pull requests, & issues directly from the 
IDE. 

4. Azure DevOps: For those working with Azure, this extension integrates Azure 
DevOps services, enabling continuous integration & delivery pipelines directly within 
Visual Studio. 

5. Visual Studio Live Share: This extension allows you to collaborate in real-time with 
other developers, sharing your code, debugging sessions, & more. 

6. CodeMaid: A simple but effective extension that helps in cleaning up your code, 
formatting it according to your style guidelines, & organizing it for better readability. 

7. NuGet Package Manager: This extension simplifies the process of finding, installing, 
& managing third-party libraries, making it easier to add functionality to your 
projects. 


How to Activate Developer Mode in Visual Studio for ASP.NET 
Development 


Activating developer mode in Visual Studio is essential for developers who want to unlock 
advanced features, improve debugging capabilities, & customize their environment to better 
suit their workflow. Here’s a step-by-step guide to activating developer mode: 


1. Open Visual Studio: Launch the Visual Studio IDE on your computer. 

2. Navigate to Tools > Options: In the menu bar, go to the ‘Tools’ menu & select 
‘Options.’ 

3. Select 'Projects & Solutions’: In the Options window, exp& the ‘Projects & Solutions’ 
section on the left side. 

4. Enable Developer Mode: Look for the 'General' tab under ‘Projects & Solutions.’ 
Here, you'll find the option to enable Developer Mode. Check the box to activate it. 


5. Customize Your Settings: Once Developer Mode is enabled, you can further 
customize settings like file extensions, build configurations, & debugging options to 
optimize your development environment. 

6. Restart Visual Studio: After making these changes, it’s recommended to restart 
Visual Studio to ensure all settings are applied correctly. 


Leveraging ASP.NET with Visual Studio Extensions 


ASP.NET developers can significantly benefit from the powerful combination of Visual 
Studio & its extensions. These tools not only improve code quality but also simplify the 
management of complex projects, making it easier to build scalable, high-performance web 
applications. 


e ASP.NET Core Tools: An essential set of tools for ASP.NET Core development, these 
extensions offer templates, libraries, & debugging tools specifically tailored for .NET 
applications. 

e Entity Framework Core Tools: For developers working with databases, this 
extension provides design-time support for EF Core, including migrations & reverse 
engineering of existing databases. 

e Razor Language Services: This extension enhances the experience of working with 
Razor syntax in your ASP.NET projects, providing IntelliSense, syntax highlighting, & 
error checking. 


Conclusion 


Maximizing your productivity in Visual Studio is all about having the right tools at your 
disposal. By incorporating the best Visual Studio extensions into your workflow & activating 
developer mode, you can create a customized, efficient, & powerful development 
environment tailored to your specific needs. Whether you’re building the next big thing in 
ASP.NET or maintaining a legacy application, these tools & techniques will help you code 
smarter, not harder. 
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